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      “                  
 

 
  GRACEADES COTTAGE PURPOSE: 
 

Our purpose is to break the cycle of inter-generational poverty                 

and disadvantage by providing an integrated Community Hub and          

Meeting- place which is inclusive and responsive to the needs of                

Mt Druitt residents. 

 

 
OUR VALUES: 
 
INTEGRITY – We act with Integrity                                                              
CARE – We care about our Community                                                                     
EQUITY – We offer Equal Opportunity and Access to all                                              
PARTNERSHIPS/SHARING –We work in partnerships to make lasting change 
SOCIAL JUSTICE and RACIAL HARMONY                                                       
RECOGNITION OF AUSTRALIA’S FIRST NATIONS PEOPLE 

 

 

  OUR VISION: 
 
            The Mt Druitt Community – people who are: 
 
             Caring and Respectful  Cohesive and Resilient                                         

  Strong and United                Informed and Pro-active                                 
      Vibrant                     Have Pride and a Strong Voice                                      
                                  

                                                  

                                                   AND 
 

 

Who have the same opportunities for Health & Wellbeing          
as people Living in more affluent areas 

 

GRACEADES COMMUNITY COTTAGE                                                                    

INCORPORATED 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
            “Building Stronger Communities”  
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1982 to 2025 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 What’s it all about? 
 Community Involvement 

 Social – Recreational & Cultural Activities 
 Service Information & Referral – Advocacy 

 Access to Phone – Fax – Photocopier  
Computer & Internet facilities 

 Meeting Place - to connect with other 
Local residents across 

Generational – Cultural – Geographical & 
Social Boundaries 

 The Shed – Drop In for Young People 
 Outreach Programs  

 Men’s Group 

 

GRACEADES 

COMMUNITY  COTTAGE 

              INC.  



4 

 
 
 

CONTENTS 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT? 
 

AGENDA 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

MINUTES PREVIOUS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING                    
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2025 
 

TREASURE’S REPOTS 
 

MANAGER/TEAM LEADERS REPORTS 
 

PROJECT REPORTS 
 
 
 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE NOMINEES 
 

ELECTION of MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

 
 
 
 

 

GRACEADES COMMUNITY COTTAGE INC. 



5 

 
 
 
 
 

              ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Wednesday  29th  October 2025 
                        GRACEADES COMMUNITY COTTAGE INC     

AGENDA 
  

This meeting is being conducted in compliance with Graceades Cottage “Covid Safety Plan”. 
  

Welcome:  Robyn Moir President  Graceades Community Cottage Inc.                                   

Welcome to attendees  

 
Acknowledgement of Place:  Barbara Hopkinson 
 
Meeting Opened by President:  Note time apologies and attendances 

Attendance:  Check people have signed the attendance book 

Apologies:  List of apologies to be read to meeting 

 

Secretary – Minutes of Previous Annual General Meeting:  Shar Rawlings and  Two  

association members to sign previous minutes if correct and if they attended last AGM. 

 
Presentation of Reports:  
President’s Report:  Robyn Moir 
Treasurer’s Report:  Barbara Hopkinson – Auditor’s Report & Nomination of            
auditor – Ross Fowler & Co to be auditor 2025 - 2026 
Manager  - Ivanka Pelikan  
Team Leader Community Development –  Gabrielle Wallia 
 
Acceptance of Reports: 
Business Arising from Reports:  Questions on reports , acceptance of all reports 

 

Returning Officer: 
Thanks to outgoing  office bearers:  Election of new office bearers. 

 

  
Congratulations 
 
Meeting Closed:  Note time 
 
In-coming President –  Invite people to stay for lunch.   

. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
            “Building Stronger Communities”  
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 
 
 
The Board of Management and Staff of Graceades Community 
Cottage would like to thank the volunteers and organisations that 
have supported us during the past year. 
 
To the community members who have volunteered their time and helped in so many various ways, 
from assisting with the running of programs including School Holiday Program to helping with             
gardening, repairs and maintenance of the Cottage, we express our sincere thanks and appreciation.  
If not for your continued support the Cottage would not be able to continue our work in this              
community. 

 
We would also like to acknowledge the organisations that have     
supported us and assisted us financially during the past year. 
 
 
NSW Department of Communities and Justice: Re-current Core Cottage Funding 
 
NSW Land and Housing Corporation/DCJ Housing: Provision of venue – 2 Rose Court, BIDWILL 
and land for Kwinnie Garden - 8 Oreades Way BIDWILL 
 
Australian Government: Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development:  The Cottage 
Garden—Renamed the Kwinnie Garden  
 
 
 
 
Ed Husic - Federal Member for Chifley Funding for computers in IT Room. 
 
Edmond Atalla—MP State Member for Mt Druitt—Funding for Cottage Garden. 
 
Awesome Handyman — Sammy—Basket Ball Court and Donations 
 
The Rotary Club of Mt Druitt Inc.— Donations 
 
Oz Harvest  
 
Christ Mission Possible. 
  
 
 

 
A big thanks to all those who have donated furniture, clothing and 
house hold items for those who are doing it tough! 
 
 
 
The financial support of these organisations is vital for the Cottage 
to be able to carry on with the provision of services for the local 
community. 
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WORKING IN PARTNERSHIPS 

 
 
 
 

Here at Graceades Cottage we recognise our most important             
partnership is with the people living around the Cottage. So ……. 

THANK YOU TO OUR NEIGHBOURS! 
 

 
The ongoing support and encouragement of the following organisations and                                              

individuals is also greatly appreciated by the Graceades Management and Staff. 
 

 
 
 
 

Peter Cvetkovski Right Now Solutions: IT Help Volunteer 
 

 

 
 

Partnership Christ Mission Possible Australia  
Partnership Oz Harvest 

Work Placement Volunteers 
 
 
 
 

Ready 2 Change  
 

Salvation Army - Work 4 Dole 
 

DCJ Housing NSW  
 
 
 

Acknowledge Education - International Students 
 

 

 

 

GRACEADES COMMUNITY COTTAGE INC.   
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GRACEADES COMMUNITY COTTAGE 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

16th OCTOBER 2024 

MINUTES 
 
 

Meeting Opened:      11.30 am 
 
 
Welcome / Acknowledgement: 

 
The Vice President  Elaine Parker declared the meeting open and welcomed all those present to the AGM. 
 
Elaine acknowledged that we were meeting on Aboriginal Land of the Darug people and paid respects to 
Elders past and present. 
 
 

Attendance:    35 as per attendance book.  
 

Apologies:   Ed Husic-Federal Member Chifley, Edmond Atalla-State Member Mt Druitt,            
Norman Douglas-CPO Dept.Communities and Justice,  Maria Wilson-At Work Australia.  
 
 

 Minutes of Previous AGM: 
 
The minutes of the previous AGM were presented to the meeting and were then passed as              
correct.  Accepted: Barbara Hopkinson,  Second: Marilyn Hardy. 
 

AGM Reports: 
 
 
     President’s Report 
              

Due to the passing of our President Lynda Murphy, in lieu  of the President’s report Ivanka               
Pelikan  presented an acknowledgement of Lynda’s vast contribution to the Cottage over 21 
years. Lynda held many positions of Secretary and President of the management committee for 
many years and was a constant attendee at conferences and meetings as the management              
representative  for the cottage. Lynda was always a willing helper at any events or programs we 
held and was very generous with donations of craft items, ceramic pieces and cakes etc for             
refreshments.  
 
Ivanka also acknowledges the passing of two  other friends of the Cottage who had been sup-
porters over the years. Uncle Wes Marne and Leonie “Lee” Healey.  
 
 

     Manager/Team Leaders Report 
 

Ivanka invited all to read her report and thanked the members of the Management Committee, 
staff,  many volunteers and Cottage friends who have supported her  through another                  
challenging year. very trying year. She advised every one of the  progress of the works being 
done down at the  Kwinnie Garden including the toilet block, verandah for the Nalla building, 
the awning for the work area and the concreting under the main meeting awning. The setting up 
of the  garden beds and planting should Being soon. Much of the work at the garden has been 
carried out by the Work 4 Dole and WDO participants and students. Ivanka then thanked the 
committee , staff and volunteers for their continued support and look forward to a better year 
ahead.   
. 
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    Program Worker’s Report 
             
           Gabbie’s report was presented to the meeting and she thanked the Management                          
   Committee, staff and volunteers who have assisted and supported her during the                     
   year as she came to terms with the many reports needed for the client assistance and                         
   counselling requirements at the Cottage.  
 
     Acceptance of Reports 
 

Manager/Team Leader and Worker’s reports were   Accepted: Shahrazad Rawlings and                          
Seconded: Marilyn Hardy. 
 

     Treasurer’s Report 
  

Barbara Hopkinson  presented the  auditor’s report  which was included in the AGM report                       
booklet. She thanked Brenda for all the hard work in the keeping of the financials.                      
Accepted: Barbara Hopkinson  Seconded: Marilyn Hardy     
 
            

     Nomination of Auditors for 2024/2025 
 

Recommendation that Ross Fowler and Co be appointed as auditors for the 2024/2025 financial 
year. 
     
Nominated: Barbara Hopkinson   Seconded: Brenda Ransom 
 

      
Business Arising from Minutes      No business arising. 
 

     ELECTION OF NEW COMMITTEE 
 

The meeting was turned over to the returning officer, Margaret Tipper, Executive Officer 
WESTIR. Margaret congratulated the Cottage on the work done by all for the community,         
especially in the difficult  times the community are experiencing at the moment.  
 
The outgoing committee positions were declared vacant and the presentation of the nominees for 
the new committee were presented. All positions had only one nomination each and these were 
then announced as the new committee members. 
  
Committee Members for 2024/2025 are: 
 
PRESIDENT               Robyn Moir  
        
VICE PRESIDENT  Elaine Parker     
 
TREASURER              Barbara Hopkinson 
 
SECRETARY              Shahrazad Rawlings 
 
 ORDINARY MEMBERS         
                                              Carol Appleby 
                                                
                                               Marilyn Hardy  
 
The third position for ordinary members remained vacant at the meeting.  
     
                                             

The new committee was congratulated and  Elaine thanked everyone for attending the meeting  
and invited all to lunch.. 
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What is in store for Graceades Cottage in the COMING YEAR? 
 
Who could predict?  I know it will be a time of GREAT CHANGE.   
 
The one thing that will not change is the commitment of the staff,               
management and volunteers   
 
To continue to be here for those who are doing it tough – to support and         
advocate for those disadvantaged and isolated people and communities who 
need to be heard. 
 

Graceades Cottage does it so well.  
 

CHEERS 

Patricia Formosa 
Manager                                                                                                               
4th March 2022 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory of  Patricia Formosa  

27th January 1948 —  4th March 2022 

Aged 74 Years 

 
Patricia started employment on the 31st July 2003 at Graceades Community Cottage as the manager.  

 
Patricia has worked at the cottage for nearly 19 years. 4 months off 19 years.  
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“Building Stronger Communities”    

                                       

                            Rest In Peace                  
                              PRESIDENT’S REPORT  2023 

                              Lynda Murphy –President 
 
\ 
 

                                  

 

 

Graceades cottage 

Welcome to our 2023 AGM. 
 
Another year has gone, and we have met many new challenges.  
We have managed to meet the needs of our clients and keep the cottage on 
task.  
 
Our clients have faced extra hardships in the increasing worries of the 
times. We may not be able to solve the extra problems but there is always 
someone there to provide a cuppa and a friendly chat.  
 
I’d like to thank all the funding bodies, without them we would not be 
able to do our job.  
 
Thank you to all our volunteers on Fridays for our food hampers, they are 
in great demand. We would like to thank Oz Harvest and Christ    Mission 
Possible for their donations without them we wouldn’t be able to help 
over 60 people.  
 
Thank you to Rotary club of Mt Druitt, Edmond Atalla MP State            
Member for Mt Druitt, Ed Husic Federal Member for Chifley and those 
who remain anonymous for helping us achieve our goals.  
 
We had a great opening for the garden although it is still a work in                    
progress.  
 
Thank you to all volunteers for their help at the cottage.  
I’d like to thank the Management Committee for their dedication                  
towards the cottage and community.  
 
Last, but not least, thanks to the wonderful work of Brenda, Gabbi and 
Ivanka for all that they do.    
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“Building Stronger Communities”    

                                       

                              PRESIDENT’S REPORT  2025 
                              Robyn Moir –President 

 
\ 
 

                                   

 

 

Graceades cottage 

Welcome to our 2024-2025 AGM. 
 

 
It has been an honour to be the elected President of the                  
Management Committee for Graceades. 
 
Another year has passed with many challenges, and we have      
endeavored to meet the community needs. 
 
I firstly want to acknowledge and thank our funding bodies and 
community partners.  
 
Our clients have faced increasing pressures, making this year     
especially difficult for many.  
 
I want to thank the management committee for their dedication to 
Graceades it has been a pleasure working alongside all of you. 
Thank you, to the community for the ongoing donation to support 
our community members. 
 
Thank you to all volunteers for their ongoing support, especially 
on Friday with our Food hampers, with events held at Graceades 
and general support during the week especially sorting donations. 
 

Lastly, I want to thank Ivanka, Brenda and Gabi for their                
wonderful work and dedication.  
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                                                Ivanka Pelikan                                   

     Manager 

   Team Leader Community Development       

    2024-2025 

                                     

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

A special thanks to DCJ Housing/NSW Land & Housing Corporation for                  
providing us with Graceades Cottage Building and the Kwinnie Garden area.                                                    

This enables us to carry on  our important work for the Mt Druitt Community.  
 

The Management Committee Robyn, Elaine, Barbara, Carol, Shar, Marilyn and Debbie 
thank you for giving up your time and supporting the cottage and the community. What can 
I say I am extremely lucky and grateful to be working with you beautiful dedicated ladies. 

 
Thank you to all services who partnership with the cottage. 

 
Rocco Esposito, NSW Land and Housing Corporation thank you for your support, I am       

extremely grateful for all your hard work for the community and the support. 
 

Oz Harvest -  Food Donations for Weekly Hampers 
 Christ Mission Possible –Food Donations for Weekly Hampers 

 
Rotary Club of Mt Druitt - Donations 

 
Ed Husic - MP Federal Member for Chifley 

Edmond Atalla – MP State Member for Mt Druitt 
 

Productivity Bootcamp - Rebecca and Crew 
  

Blacktown City Council – Bidwill Festival 2024 
 

Mission Australia - Kite 4 Kids 2024 
 

Margaret Tipper - WESTIR 
On going support over the years! 

 
Sadly Uncle Wes has passed who was a  special person who loved to work with the                 

community and share your experiences and connections to the community of Mt Druitt. 
We will honour your name Uncle Wes and the Kwinnie Garden will be there for the                      

community to utlise by planting flowers and using the space for community.  
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Thanks to all who work with the cottage!  
Acknowledge Education Students sharing their experiences 

 
A special thanks to Salvation Army partnership for the Work 4 Dole Program.                        

Thanks to all participants who have attended the program. 
Graceades Cottage is truly blessed with all the participants and the hard work that is 

contributed while attending their hours at the cottage.  
 

 

NED and FREE - Ready 2 Change your support with events and sharing the         
building with us and giving support to the community! 

 
To all who donate items such as clothing, furniture, bric a brac, toys etc for us to                  

distribute to the community your generosity is wonderful. 
 

I would like to thank all the volunteers who have helped make it a successful year. 
 

Brenda Ransom what can I say “You Are The Glue of the Cottage”! Thank  you for 
all your support and hard work for the cottage finances and keeping our books and 

records up to date and accurate. 
 

Gabi thank you for your dedication with working with the community. 
   

Shar thank you for all your support throughout the year, attending                                             
conferences, helping with events.                                                              

 
Barbara Hopkinson thank you for giving up your time to receive the food on  Fridays 
and for answering calls from community and calling community to pick up the food 

hampers once they are made. 
 

Gemma, Grace, Isabelita, Eugenia, Deborah Scott, Tia, Anna, Jay, Aaron, Shane,    
Josephine and Terry your dedication preparing food hampers on a weekly basis thank 

you for Volunteering and giving up your time for the community.  
 

Monica thank you for all your support with odd jobs, gardening, taking donations to 
community in need and with food hampers. 

                         
 Adam for mowing lawns at the cottage and cottage garden, helping with food      
hampers and picking up donations for the cottage and delivering donations of        

furniture to the community.  
 

Peter Cvetkovski how could we manage without your IT expertise!                           
Keeping the cottage up to date with the outside world.  

 
Sandra for all your support answering phones, data entry etc. 

 
Anna for all your support with sorting donations, and all the jobs you do.dehh5h 

 
Brenda, Gabi and Management Committee , Volunteers, Community                                                                   

Thank you for all the support!  
 

GOD BLESS! 

Thank you from Ivanka 
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         Gabrielle Walia                                    

     

    

     Team Leader Community Development  

                         Counsellor   

          2024-2025  

                                     

 
 

 

 
 

As another year ends, and I’ve had the privilege of working alongside the 
amazing team at Graceades—our staff, volunteers, and community      
members.  
 
I want to thank our community partners and funding body. 
 
Our community has faced increasing pressures, making this year especially 
difficult for many. Considering this, I am grateful to everyone who has 
continued to show up and support one another. 
 
A special thank you to Barbara and the Friday volunteers for their tireless 
efforts in preparing food hampers.  
 
The demand has grown significantly, and Barbara’s commitment— starting 
early and often staying late to ensure the community don’t miss out. 
 
I also want to acknowledge and thank the management committee for their 
steadfast dedication and support throughout the year. 
 
To our community members and volunteers: thank you for your ongoing 
support. I’m particularly grateful to Anna, Sandra, Aaron and Monica for 
their ongoing support. 
 
Lastly, I want to thank Ivanka and Brenda for their unwavering support and 
dedication.  
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  Cardmaking  

Mondays is about making more simple cards, using 
scraps which help use up all our little bits  and not to be  
used as land fill.  
 
The ladies make up to five cards, Barbara plans the 
cards and colour s that they will make.  
 
The card making class brings ladies together  to chat,  
enjoy a cuppa.  
 
The ladies discuss what cards they are interested in 
making and then they  hand out to family and friends for  
special  occasions.  

   Barbara Hopkinson 
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CHAT AND CRAFTS 

The ladies who attended Chat and Crafts on a Tuesday enjoy a meal and a chat amongst 
themselves. For many of the ladies it is their only outing for the week and they take great 
pleasure in meeting up and chatting about their week and themselves to one another.  

The ladies also do crafts while they attend their program. Some knit, make cards, colour in 
adult coloring books.  

They celebrate their birthdays. They sing Happy Birthday, blow out candles and enjoy the 
Birthday cake. 

The ladies also enjoy days such a Melbourne cup and they also enjoy a Christmas lunch 
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Barbara’s Scrapbooking and Card making. 
 
Another busy year  has flown by with  the Ladies attending Scrapbooking class, most of the time 
and working on their pages to preserve their family memories. 
 
Card making has been done a little different this year with all 10 ladies taking a turn in teaching 
the class. 
 
We have had some amazing cards being made .  
 
We have made Cards for Births, Deaths, Marriages, Birthdays as well as many other occasions. 
 
Recipients of these cards really love the results. 
 
We are all looking forward to seeing what next year will bring. 
 
For information on how to join this fun group please contact me on 0402 246 337. 
  
Barbara. 

     Barbara Hopkinson 

SCRAPBOOKING 

& CARD MAKING 
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Youth and adults from the local area enjoy training in the YouthShed-GYM. 
They are in a safe environment to get together and socialise while also                    
exercising and utilising the fantastic facilities that the YouthShed–GYM holds. 
Those that attend the gym understand the policy of “neutral ground” that is in 
place and show this by respecting one another.  
 
This training will help them achieve a healthy mind and healthy body.                        
Disadvantaged, at risk young people have limited opportunities to engage in           
otherwise costly fitness programs. These young people are often early school                   
leavers, unemployed and at risk of homelessness. 

YOUTHSHED 
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CHRIST MISSION POSSIBLE  
AND OZ HARVEST 

 
Christ Mission Possible and Oz Harvest delivering food items for the food hampers on a 

weekly basis. The demand increase for food hampers for families is high.                                                     
With interest rates increasing and groceries increasing communities are struggling.      

 
The community, staff and management committee thank you for your kind donations to 

help our community . The drivers who deliver the food and help unpack the food are truly 
amazing humans who honestly care about communities that are in need.  

 
Gemma, Grace, Isabelita, Eugenia, Deborah, Scott, Tia, Anna, Shane, Jay,                             

Josephine, Arron,  and Terrance.                                           
“What can I say” THANKYOU for your help in packing food hampers.  

 
Barbara for taking phone calls and ringing for community members to pick up hampers, 

when they have been packed. Making sure no one misses out.  
 

I watch you all work out how many hampers, pack the food and they look amazing.                        
Everyone appreciates your hard work! 
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The Year It 

Easter Event and a BBQ .    

16th April 2025                                                 
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The Year It Was …. 

Annual General Meeting                                                                      

16th October 2025                                                                                                            
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The Year It Was…. 

Biggest Morning Tea                                                      

14th May 2025 
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Kids Christmas Party  
19th  December 2024 

The Year It Was 

Kite 4 Kids  
3rd October 2024 
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2025—2025  
The Cottage Family  

The Year It Was 
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The Year It Was 

Biggest Morning Tea  
14th May 2025 
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The Year It Was 

Community Volunteers  attending Events           
at the Cottage        
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The Year It Was 

Volunteers who  pack Hampers  

Ed Husic visiting the Cottage  

Biggest Morning Teas 2025  
Barbara, Anna and  Students,  

Tuesday Ladies  celebrating  Birthday  
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AGM  

16th October 2024  

Barbara and Derek  
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Bidwill Festival  

7th September 2024 

Hon. Ed Husic MP, Gabrielle Walia, Edmond Atalla MP, 
Ivanka Pelikan and Mayor of Blacktown Brad Bunting            
attending the Bidwill Festival 2024. We are extremely            
fortunate to work with Ed, Edmond and Brad.                 
They love connecting with the community and attending 
events.  
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